VASSAR COLLEGE LIBRARY 
DEC 3 1936 





NOVEMBER 16, 1936 


Attendance Record for State Averages 94.01 Per Cent 


The median percentage attendance record for 
the State during the school year 1935-36, cal- 
culated as a unit, was 94.01, according to a 
summary made by Charles L. Mosher, Director 
of the Attendance and Child Accounting Divi- 
sion of the Department. Comparison with last 
year is interesting even though the differences 
are too slight to be considered significant. The 
figures are: 


Supervisory Districts 


Cities, villages and supervisory districts with 
a record of 96 per cent or above were: 


CITIES 
96.1 
96.4 


Norwich 
**Oneonta 


VILLAGES 
Ballston Spa 96.1 
Dansville 96. 
Elmira Heights - 96.6 
Endicott 96 


Herkimer 
***Johnson City 


*****Frankfort 


SUPERVISORY DISTRICT 


Otsego county, 6. 


years prior to 
or better was 


the number of 
record of 96 


* Asterisks indicate 
1935-36 during which a 
made. 


Nonlegal absence for each 1000 pupils regis- 
tered shows a surprising range: 


SUPERVISORY 
DISTRICTS 


CITIES VILLAGES 
Low 5 560 315 
High .. 5730 3205 


Tardiness for each 1000 pupils registered: 


SUPERVISORY 
DISTRICTS 


221 


3230 


CITIES VILLAGES 


Commenting on these figures, Mr Mosher 
said : 

The above records are challenging particu- 
larly to schools or groups of schools in the 
lower third of the list. They pointedly ask 
what preventable losses have resulted on account 
of absence and tardiness. These losses may not 
be confined to individual pupils. They may 
be important to any school through effect 
upon school organization, teaching load and 
otherwise. 

The record of employment certificates issued 
during the past six years is of interest since 
it shows changing conditions. The figures as 


of September Ist follow: 


1931 


28 726 
. 20 384 


1934 
1 487 


» £22 
7 533 


25 394 


Prior to the establishment of the 
employment certificates could be granted to 
minors of 14 years who had completed the 
eighth grade and minors of 15 years who had 
completed the sixth grade. During 1936, with 
the termination of the NRA, a greater number 
of certificates was issued. The number issued 
in 1936 is, however, small when compared to 
the total school population. Mr Mosher explains 
that this probably accounts for the fact that 
upon inquiry little effect of the change in 
statutes by which employment certificates are 
no longer issued to minors of 14 or 15 years is 
discoverable. This is presumably due to the 
fact that transition to the new statute has taken 
place at a time when there were few jobs. 
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Conference Inaugurates 


Horace Mann Centennial Year 

The Horace Mann centennial year of 1937, 
which is to be observed generally throughout 
the United States, had its formal inauguration 
on October 16, 1936, in the little town of Yellow 
Springs, Ohio. On that day was convened at 
Antioch College a two-day conference on “ The 
Function of Education in a Democracy,” and 
Mann, twin to the well- 
known statue of Mann before the Boston State- 
house, was dedicated. 


a statue of Horace 


The topic of the conference, “ Education in 
a Democracy,” was chosen because the impor- 
tance of the public school to any nation 
professing democracy was one of Mann’s most 
ardent convictions. Speakers included Dr John 
Dewey, educator and philosopher; Dr Stephen 
Duggan, director of the Institute of Interna- 
tional Education; Dr George F. Zook, director 
of the American Council on Education; Dr E. H. 
Lindley, ‘chancellor of University ; 
Dr Lillian Gilbreth, engineer in 
management; and Dr Karl T. Compton, presi- 
dent of Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

This conference was made possible to Antioch 
College through the generosity of Hugh Taylor 
Birch, an alumnus, who as a boy was acquainted 
with Mr Mann. Mr Birch is also the donor 
of the statue of Mann which was dedicated the 
initial afternoon of the conference. Dr Payson 
Smith, of the National Education Association, 
gave the dedicatory address. During the con- 
ference was also presented a play, “ Testament 
of Faith,” representing Mann’s life and work. 

Horace Mann was Antioch’s first president. 
He served from the founding of the college in 
1853 until his death in 1859, and during those 
years made a significant contribution to Ameri- 


Kansas 
consulting 


can higher education. 
—_Oo———_ 
Peter Nelson Retires 
after 35 Years’ Service 


Peter Nelson has retired as supervisor of 
Archives and History 
Department 


records in the 
State Education 
after a service of 35 years to the State. A 
Denmark, Mr Nelson came to this 
country as a boy and was graduated from 
Union College in 1898. He entered the service 
of the State in 1901 as assistant in the State 
Library and has served in the Department since 


public 
Division of the 


native of 


that time. 


Teachers Retirement System 
Has 45,921 Members 


Membership in the New York State Teachers 
Retirement System totaled 45,921 on July 1, 
1936, according to the annual report of the 
Retirement Board. The number of members 
added during the year was 4398, and the num- 
ber who withdrew, retired or died during the 
year was 3508. The number of annuitants at 
the end of the year was 4141. 

Commenting on the report Dr Randolph T. 
Congdon, president of the board, says: 

During July of this year, the State Insur- 
ance Department made its third examination of 
the system, and the examining committee were 
complimentary in regard to their findings. 

The conservative administration of the Re- 
tirement System evidently meets with approval 
of the members of the system. 

The 1937 meeting of the National Council 
of Teachers Retirement Systems will be held 
in New Orleans at the time of the meeting of 
the Superintendence Division of the N.E. A. 

We wish to make note of the added interest 
shown in the matter of securing actuarially 
sound retirement systems for teachers in the 
various states. 

This is the crystal anniversary of our present 
Retirement System. 


F. R. Parker, Principal of 
Elmira Academy, Will Retire 

Francis R. Parker principal of the Elmira 
Free Academy since 1906, has announced that 
he will retire during the present school year. 
Mr Parker is serving his 50th year in the teach- 
ing profession. 

A graduate of Queens University, Canada, 
Mr Parker taught first in high 
Canada and came to the United States in 1899 
as principal of the Mexico Academy. A year 
later he was made head of the Latin and Greek 
department of the Cortland State Normal 
School, a position which he held until he was 
named principal of the Elmira Free Academy. 
Mr Parker has educational 
organizations and is a former president of the 
Associated Academic Principals of New York 
State. 


schools in 


been active in 


ae 
Exercises commemorating the 50th anni- 
versary of the Wagner Memorial Lutheran 


College on Staten Island were held on October 
21st. 
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BULLETIN TO THE SCHOOLS 


ror my Commissioner Urges Increased Effort To Understand Child 


To Teacuers: Recently I received a challenging letter from the judge of 
one of our county courts. In the course of a year he passes judgment on many 
juvenile cases. In seeking the cause of their difficulties he often finds that the 
overt act which brings the child to the bar of justice has its origin in the lack 
of sympathetic understanding of home or school. 

Like the Great Leader “who knew what was in man,” this judge, facing 
children who are in trouble, seeks to understand their innermost feelings, to find 
the secret underlying cause of their present difficulty. As he traces back the 
cause he frequently is forced to the conclusion that the school might have solved 
the problem had it understood the child early enough and acted in accordance 
with his needs. 

The home and social environment of the child often impose upon him 
problems beyond his capacity to solve or even to understand. The result is a 
sense of confusion and insecurity. Recognizing this need, many of our schools 
have provided psychologists, psychiatrists or guidance directors to help care for 
the so-called “ problem child”; but long before the child reaches such a classifi- 
cation, some one with sympathetic understanding should have sensed the situation 
and lessened the strain. Obviously, this is the task of the classroom teacher and 
the principal. 

Every teacher should know when a child is unhappy and uncomfortable. 
The next step is to determine the cause, and after studying the situation, to 
attempt a solution which often may require the united effort of school personnel, 
home and community. 

Individual happiness requires some degree of success in our daily effort, and, 
when success and happy adjustment for the child are temporarily impossible at 
home and in the community, increasing effort on the part of the teacher can secure 
small successes at school to lessen the strain until adjustment of outside con- 
ditions is reached. 

Every individual needs some one to whom he can go with his failures as well 
as with his achievements, secure in the knowledge of a tolerant understanding 
and interest. Where the home fails to provide for this fundamental need of the 
child, the classroom teacher must supply it. 

Thoughtlessness on the part of individuals toward another of the group is 
fairly common. Here is an excellent opportunity for a teacher to present to her 
class the need for kindliness and understanding of those less fortunate. Many 
illustrations preferably drawn from outside her group will serve to fix this lesson 
in children’s minds and practice. 





Special training for guidance is advisable, but certain personal qualities such 
as interest, sympathy and understanding form the basis for all guidance. These 
qualities may be cultivated by every teacher; and relying upon them she can do 
much to right the course of the wayward child and send him along his way con- 
fident and happy. 

In return for this interest in and study of children, the teacher finds that 
each succeeding year brings her a new wealth of human relationships and under- 
standing, broader epportunities for service to children, and a deeper and richer 
satisfaction with the day’s work. 


=~ Sincerely your friend and coworker 
FRANK PIERREPONT GRAVES 


Commissioner of Education 
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Department Makes Study 
of Teacher Demand 
\ study of the employment of new teachers 
in New York State has been made by the 
Teacher Education and Certification Division 
of the Department. The study shows that 


during the school year 1935-36 there were 


approximately 80,000 teaching positions in the 
public schools of the State. \ pproximately 
34,500 of these positions were in New York 
City, 3400 in Buffalo, 15,500 in the other 58 
cities, 6600 in the 95 villages and 20,500 in 204 
supervisory districts. 

In September 1935 the Teacher Education 


sent teacher data 





blanks to city, village and district superin- 


tendents requesting information concerning 
employment of new teachers \ new teacher 
was defined as one making contract for the 
first time with the public school authorities in 
a city, village or district. One who changed 

S position in school system was not consid- 


In September 1935 there were 4651 new 
i 1e public schools of this 


State outside the cities of Buffalo and New 


Y Of th number, 525 were employed 
ties, 704 in villages and 3422 in supervisory 
districts. Of every ten new teachers obtaining 
sitions in the public schools of this State in 
September 1935, one as teaching in schools 


nder the jurisdiction of a city superintendent, 


two in hools under the jurisdiction of a 
lage erintendent and seven in schools 
under th risdiction of a district superin- 





2 THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


Of the 4651 new teachers employed in the 
public schools, 2221 were inexperienced and 
2430 were experienced teachers. 

The public schools in September 1935 de- 
manded the services of 2490 new elementary 
school teachers, 2039 new secondary school 


teachers, and 122 new supervisors and specialists. 
i 


Of the 1156 inexperienced elementary school 
teachers, 991 started their teaching careers in 
schools of the supervisory districts, 106 in 
village schools and 50 in city schools. 

Of the 1035 inexperienced secondary school 
teachers, 780 started their teaching careers in 
schools of the supervisory districts, 136 in 
village schools and 109 in city schools. 

Eight hundred eighty-five of the new sec- 
ondary school teachers were employed to teach 
academic subjects, 1154 to teach special subjects. 

Two of every three new teachers of academic 
subjects were employed to teach subjects in 
one academic field, one of every 20 to teach 
subjects in more than two academic fields. 

The subjects of English, science and the 
social studies demanded the largest number of 
new teachers employed to teach subjects in one 
academic field; the subject combination of 
science and mathematics demanded the largest 
number of new teachers qualified to teach 
subjects in two academic fields. 

In the special subject field, persons qualified 
to teach commerce, physical education and 
music were in greatest demand. 
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Calendar of Educational Meetings 
New York State Teachers Association, House 
of Delegates, Syracuse, November 23d—24th 
Middl 
Secondary Schools, 
November 27th-28th 


\merican Vocational Association, San Antonio, 


States Association of Colleges and 
Atlantic City, N. J., 


Texas, December 2d—5th 
Associated 
December 28th—30th 
New York State Association of Elementary 


December 28th—30th 


Academic Principals, Syracuse, 


Principals, Syracuse 
New York State Vocational Association, Syra 


‘r 28th—30th 





cuse, Decer 
\ 


Educational Research Association of New York 


State, Syracuse, December 28th 

v York State Science Teachers Association, 

December 28th-29th 

Teachers’ conferences: first district of Cayuga 
county, Cato, December &th; third district of 
Warren county, Johnsburg, November 30th 


December 2d 


Fe 
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Council of Superintendents Names Lamberton President 


Horace H. Lamberton, superintendent of 
schools at Malone, was elected president of the 
Council of School New 
York State at the annual meeting, which was 
held September 27th to 29th at Saranac Inn. 
Claude L. Kulp, superintendent of schools at 
Ithaca, was elected vice president; and Erle L. 
Ackley, Johns- 
town, 


Superintendents of 


superintendent of schools at 


was reelected secretary-treasurer. 


Resolutions adopted by the association follow: 


We reaffirm the stand which we have con- 
sistently maintained that state aid to public 
education in accordance with the provisions of 
the Friedsam Act shall remain unimpaired to 
the end that a fair minimum of educational 
opportunity be made available to all children 
of the State. 

The Council reaffirms its belief that the 
kindergarten is an integral part of the public 
school system and as such the attendance of 
kindergarten children should be included in the 
computation of state aid. 

The Council is opposed to statutory consti- 
tutional tax limitation on real property with 
the firm conviction that such limitations 
would seriously impair the educational program 
together with other essential governmental 
services. 

The Council reaffirms its stand that public 
education is a state function and that federal 
aid for the purpose of equalizing educational 
opportunity in these United States be adminis- 
tered by the regularly constituted state agencies 
of educational control. 

The Council of Superintendents pledges co- 
operation with the Regents Inquiry Commis- 
sion. We welcome such opportunity as_ this 
inquiry may afford to further the course and 
the combined progress of the educational pro- 
gram of the State of New York. 

The Council commends the general plan and 
purposes of “The School for Tomorrow” as 
proposed for the coming World's Fair. Such 
a modern school program should prove to be 
an interesting and unique feature of the fair, 
stimulating interest in and support of public 
education. 

Wuenreas, Any long-range policy of commit- 
tee work and report if undertaken by the 
Council of School Superintendents should be 
subject to the direction of an official policy 
forming group, and 

Wuereas, The executive committee of the 
council, composed of the president, vice presi- 
dent and secretary-treasurer, has no continuing 
life except through the traditional reelection of 
the efficient secretary-treasurer, and 

Wuereas, Such continuing life and continu- 
ous policy can be created through the establish- 
ment of an executive committee based on the 
partial hold-over principle, and 


Wuereas, The 
be amended, 

Be It Resolved, That it is the desire of the 
Council that an executive committee be created 
to consist of the officers, and two immediate 
past presidents; that the executive commit 
tee shall act as a policy-forming committee 
maintaining its long-range through 
the appointment and activities of appropriate 
committees. 


Council has no constitution to 


policies 


ei 


Doctor Skinner Honored 
at Testimonial Dinners 


Dr Avery W. Skinner, who retired in July 
as Director of the Examinations and Inspections 
Division of the Department, has been guest of 
honor at two recent dinners. 

On October 19th direct 
parochial schools honored him at a 
Albany. The 
O'Connor, principal of St Mary's 


rs and executives of 
testimonial 
Edmund A 


\cademy of 


dinner in Reverend 


Little Falls, was toastmaster. The speakers 
included Most Reverend Edmund F. Gibbons 
bishop of the Albany Catholic Diocese; Dr 


Assistant Commissioner for 
Higher Frederick C 
president of Hamilton College; 


Harlan H. Horner, 
Education; Dr Ferry, 
and the Rever 
Hanrahan, superintendent of 
Albany Catholic Diocese 


Doctor Skinner in the 


end James P. 
schools of the 


Former colleagues of 


State Education Department honored him at 
a dinner in Albany on November 9th The 
speakers were Commissioner of Education 
Frank P. Graves, Doctor Horner, George R 


Staley, superintendent of schools at Rome, and 


Harold G. 
languages for the Department. 


Thompson, supervisor of ancient 


oO 


Under the title “ Wings” the Kenmore public 
schools have published an anthology of original 
poetry by boys and girls of the schools of that 

400 
last 


the anthology. 


village. Of the nearly poems submitted 


by elementary pupils spring, 82 were 


selected for inclusion in 


The annual meeting of the National Council 
of Geography Teachers will be held December 
2%h and 30th in Syracuse. 

An interesting program with nationally known 
speakers from all parts of the country has been 


planned. 
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Dr C. B. Moore Is President of School Boards Association 


Dr Clyde B. Moore, of Ithaca, was elected 
president of the New York State School 
3oards Association at the annual meeting, 
which was held October 25th to 27th in Syra- 
cuse. The vice presidents elected to have 
charge of the four sections are: city section, 
Russell M. L. Carson, Glens Falls; village 
section, Edmund E. Day, Bronxville; central 
section, William H. Golding, Cobleskill; rural 
section, Joseph L. Wilder, Akron. Homer 
Brown of Snyder was elected treasurer. Thx 
district chairmen are: Fred C. Sprickman, 
Kenmore; Allen S. Perkins, Watertown; 
Charles D. Ver Nooy, Cortland; Mrs Hilda S. 
Boyle, Schenectady; Melvin R. Horton, Peeks- 
kill; Mrs E. F. Hartman, Amityville. 

Among the resolutions adopted are the 
following : 

Recommending full state aid as provided by 
the Friedsam Act 

Authorizing the appointment of a committee 
of the association to study the question of 
teacher tenure in cooperation with a committee 
which the New York State Teachers Associa- 
tion is invited to name, and recommending that 
pending the reports of these committees at the 
1937 conventions, action be deferred upon any 
new law or change in the present tenure law 

Requesting the payment of state aid by 
earlier and more frequent instalments through- 
out the school year, the first payment to be 
made in September 

Opposing any tax limitation law or consti- 
tutional amendment which might curtail educa- 
tional opportunity 

Urging an amendment to the Education Law 


making compulsory the elimination of one-room 


schools having an average daily attendance of 
five pupils or fewer, except where special 
circumstances in the judgment of the Commis- 
sioner of Education require otherwise 

Recommending recodification of the Educa- 
tion Law 

Requesting the State Education Department 
to make a study of the needs for a _ better 
articulation of school textbook service among 
the several districts 

Recommendir 
Schoel Buildings and Grounds Division of the 


x additional personnel for the 





nh 


Department, to enable it more adequately to 


respond to the demands for its services; and 





additional personnel for the Rural Education 
Division, to provide assistance in transporta- 
tion problems, supervision of busses and 
guidance in the purchase of equipment 

Expressing appreciation to Russell M. L. 
Carson, who in cooperation with Lawrence Daw 
and Orrin Terry and through the committee on 
insurance, has completed a valuable manual on 
insurance 

Expressing appreciation for the services of 
the retiring president, Harold L. Fuess, and to 
his associates, to Past President Guy W. 
Cheney, and to Executive Secretary W. A. 
Clifford 

Thanking the members of the Regents 
Inquiry into the Character and Cost of Public 
Education for making preliminary reports to 
the association 

Thanking Dean William H. Powers, of 
Syracuse University, for his stimulating address 
and Professor Earl D. Stout and the choir of 
Hendricks Chapel of Syracuse University for 
the musical program at the convention 


oO 


E. G. Simmons Named 
Superintendent at Cortland 


Erwin G. Simmons, superintendent of schools 
at Massena, has been elected superintendent of 
schools at Cortland to succeed the late Superin- 
tendent Leo T. Wilcox. Mr Simmons will 
assume his aew duties on December Ist. 

Superintendent Simmons is a graduate of 
Syracuse University and received his master’s 
degree from that institution. He was principal 
of the Warner High School in 1916-17 and vice 
principal of the East Syracuse High School in 
1917-18. After serving in the United States 
Army in 1918, he became principal of Cana- 
stota High School, where he remained until 
1922 when he was named superintendent of 
schools at Massena. From 1924 to 1931 he was 
the representative of a publishing company in 
tl 
schools at Massena in 1931. 


is State and he returned as superintendent of 


= O = 


The annual meeting of the American Council 
of Guidance and Personnel Associations and 
its affiliated organizations will be held February 
17th to 20th in New Orleans, La. 
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Wayne G. Benedict Named 
Head of District Superintendents 


Wayne G. Benedict, superintendent of schools 
of the first supervisory district of Madison 
county, was elected president of the New York 
State Association of District Superintendents 
of Schools at the annual meeting of the associa- 
tion, which was held on October 13th-15th in 
Glens Falls. 

Other officers elected at the mecting are: 
first vice president, Clarence E. Smith, sixth 
district of Chautauqua county; second vice 
president, C. B. Murray, fourth district of 
Clinton county; secretary, Essie E. Babcock, 
fourth district of Cattaraugus county ; treasurer, 
Zena R. Travis, fourth district of Delaware 
county. Members of the examinations commit- 
tee are: Harold P. French, third district of 
Albany county; Nathan C. Southworth, first 
district of Otsego county; Luella P. Hoyer, 
first district of Orleans county. 

The association adopted resolutions favoring 
increased personnel in the Rural Education 
Division, the School Buildings and Grounds 
Division and the Finance Division of the State 
Education Department; full apportionment of 
state aid in accordance with the Friedsam Act; 
the enlargement of school districts with a view 
to broadening educational opportunity and equal- 
izing tax burdens; continuance of the endeavor 
to secure desired certificates for superintendents 
of schools; the development of regional libraries 
in New York State; a report at each regional 
conference of district superintendents by a 
member of the executive committee upon the 
progress made on resolutions and other propo- 
sitions acted favorably upon at the annual meet- 
ing and a full report at the annual meeting on 
all these activities. The association expressed 
opposition to the enactment into law of any tax 
limitation which might endanger the efficiency 
of the schools. 


——_——— 


The new central school at Poland was 
formally dedicated on November 5th. Among 
the speakers were Ray P. Snyder, Director of 
the Rural Education Division of the Depart- 
ment; Harold L. Fuess of Waterville, president 
of the New York State School Boards Asso- 
ciation; Howard H. Prentiss, president of the 
board of education; and Henry E. Galloway, 


principal of the school. 


ur 


State Forestry College 
Will Observe 25th Year 


The celebration of the twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary of the founding of the New York State 
College of Forestry at Syracuse University 
will be observed November 19th to 2lst, 
according to an announcement by Dean Samuel 
N. Spring of the college. 

Twenty-five years ago the first class in 
forestry was held in the corner of Lyman 
Hall, one of the buildings of the liberal arts 
college on the Syracuse University campus. 
The first classes were directed by the present 
dean of the Graduate School of Syracuse 
University, Dr William L. Bray. A _ few 
months later Dr Hugh P. Baker, the first dean 
of the college, now president of Massachusetts 
State College, took charge of the institution 
and from that time it began a remarkable 
career of development which has been furthered 
by the late Dean Franklin Moon and the 
present dean. Today there are two large 
modern buildings on the campus together with 
a well-equipped pulp and paper laboratory and 
various other laboratories. The Roosevelt Wild 
Life Forest Experiment Station is part of the 
college. It conducts the State Ranger School 
on the shores of Cranberry lake in the Adiron- 
dacks and owns 20,000 acres of forest land for 
experimental purposes advantageously located 
in various sections of the State. 

The New York State College of Forestry is 
the largest and best equipped institution of its 
kind, according to informed foresters. It has 
approximately 1700 graduates including the 
Ranger School; a student body of 500 and a 
faculty of 45 members. The twenty-fifth 
anniversary will be marked by honoring nation- 
ally known men who have made notable records 
in various branches of forestry. 

The program will start with a dinner on 
November 19th attended by men prominent in 
the professional field of forestry and education, 
the alumni and student body. The celebration 
will close on November 21st with a meeting 
of the Alumni Association and a_ luncheon 
A history of the college written by members 
of the faculty has been published and will be 


distributed. 
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Director Explains Law on Special Employment Certificates 


Law 
Sep- 


amendment to the Education 
1935, went 
1936, special employment certificates 


issued to 


3y an 
enacted in which into effect 
tember 1, 
may be minors 15 
‘found to be incapable of profiting by further 
instruction available, upon compliance with the 


same requirements as in the case of a standard 


years of age 


employment certificate except that a school 
record shall not be required.” 
The Education Law fixes 16 years as the 


at which minors may be released 
employment. 


minimum age 
from school and permitted to enter 
The exception made by the amendment to sec- 
tion 629 subdivision A, paragraph 4, is explained 
by Charles L. Mosher, Director of the Attend- 
ance and Child Accounting Division of the 
Department in the following statement: 


This exception establishes a single basis upon 
which a special employment certificate may be 
issued to a minor of 15 years. It may not be 
so interpreted as to nullify general requirements. 

Had the Legislature intended home con- 
ditions — economic, health or others, or the 
minor’s preference for employment, or the 
preference of the school or teacher, to be a 
basis for issuance of special employment cer- 
tificates, it would presumably have so stated. 

That a minor of 15 years is “incapable of 
profiting by further instruction available” is 
to be established according to requirements set 
up in the blank, “ Report of Certificating Officer 
Concerning Application for Special Employ- 
ment Certificates.” In addition to the facts 
supplied by the blank and attached sheets, a 
child guidance clinic or other approved clinic 
report is specified. 

Minors of 15 years who are dissatisfied with 
school opportunities, or who have become 
behavior problems, or are antisocial in attitude, 
or who are believed by school authorities to 
constitute a menace in school, are often retarded 
and in any case present complex problems. 

The advice of persons trained in the inter- 
pretation of such situations is sought in order 
hat the best possible procedure for the minor 
and the aa shall be followed. Questions 
involved include whether school service is useful 
to the minor as now offered him and whether 
it available means or adjustment 
be made useful to him, and whether the school 
is justified in continuing him as a pupil. 

Facilities for special instruction vary greatly. 
They will more often be found, and to a greater 
extent, larger the school organization. 

The school organization must meet its respon 
to supply suitable instruction so far as 
way be done. At the same time, 
requiring unprofitable 


can by any 








sibility 
this can in any 


there is a limit to 


The child guidance clinic examiners are asked 
to consider the fitness of the minor for the job 
proposed, the fitness of the job for the minor 
and the kind of supervision which the minor 
will have while at work. 

Continued school supervision of the minor, 
through school contacts, at stated intervals, for 
his protection and guidance should be arranged. 
His certificate may be revoked for cause. 

A copy of the application is to be supplied 
clinic examiners. 


Superintendent M. B. Furman 
of Monroe County Is Dead 


Mark B. Furman, superintendent of schools 
of the second supervisory district of Monroe 
county, died on October 12th at his home in 
East Rochester. He was 59 years old. Mr 
Furman had been superintendent of schools 
since 1911. He was a leader in rural school 
progress and a pioneer in health work rural 


communities. 


Superintendent Furman was born in Fairport, 


July 24, 1877. He was graduated from the 
Macedon Academy and studied at Syracuse Uni- 
versity. At the time of his election as district 


superintendent of schools he was principal of 
the East Rochester High School. Prior to 
that he schools. He 
former president of the New York State 
Association and of the New York 
District Superintendents 


taught in rural was a 
Teachers 
State 
of Schools. 


Association of 


C. A. Bruen, Superintendent 
in Steuben County, Dies 


Charles A. 
of the 
county, 


superintendent of schools 
district of Steuben 
in Hornell. He 


Bruen, 
supervisory 
October 2d 


fourth 
died on 
was 49 years old. 
born in Jasper, 
from the 
studied at 
and St 
Before his election as 
superintendent of 1921 he 
a teacher for eight years and had been engaged 


Superintendent Bruen was 
was graduated 
1906 


University 


August 18, 1877. He 
High School in 


University, Cornell 


Canisteo and 


\lfred 
Lawrence University. 


schools in had been 


in business for five years. 
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Dr Edmund E. Day 
Named President of Cornell 


Dr Edmund Ezra Day, director of the social 
sciences of the Rockefeller Foundation and the 
Education Board, has been elected 
president of Cornell 
Dr Livingston Farrand, who will retire on 


General 
University to succeed 
June 30th. 

Doctor Day was graduated from Dartmouth 
College in 1905 and received his master’s degree 
from that institution the next year. He earned 
the degree of doctor of philosophy at Harvard 
University in 1909. After serving as instructor 
of economics at Dartmouth College from 1907 
until 1910 he was for 13 years successively 
instructor, assistant professor and professor of 
economics at Harvard University. From 1923 
to 1927 he was at the University of Michigan, 
where he was professor of economics and 
organizer and first dean of the School of Busi- 
ness Administration. From 1927 to 1928 he 
was associated with the Laura Spelman Rocke- 
feller Memorial. Since 1928 he has been direc- 
tor for the social sciences for the Rockefeller 
Foundation and since 1933 also director for the 
social sciences and general education in the 
General Education Board. 

Doctor Day was statistician for the Division 
of Planning and Statistics of the United States 
Shipping Board for seven months in 1918-19 
and director of the same division in 1919. He 
was statistician of the Central Bureau of 
Planning and Statistics of the War Industries 
Board for four months during 1918 and was 
United States on the 
Preparatory Commission of 
World Monetary and Economic Conference in 
1932-33. 

President Farrand has been at the head of 
since October 1921. He 


representative of the 
Experts for the 


Cornell University 
joined the faculty of Columbia University in 
in psychology and = was 


1893 as instructor 


appointed professor of anthropology in 1903 
From 1914 to 1919 he was president of the 


University of Colorado. 


Caroline A. Whipple, supervisor in the 
Adult Education Bureau of the State Educa 
tion Department, is one of the editors of the 
Adult Education Bulletin, which is the new 
official organ of the Adult Education Depart 


ment of the National Education Association, 


wn 
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THE SCHOOLS 


Radio Programs 


The program for the radio talks on rural 
education and rural life, sponsored by the Rural 
Education Division of the State Education De 
partment and broadcast from Station WGY at 
Schenectady on Tuesdays at 1 p. m., follows: 

November 17th, “A Layman Looks at the 
Central School Program,” Judge W. H. Gold- 
ing, member, board of education, Cobleskill 
Central Rural School 

November 24th, The Farm Paper of the Air, 
Book Review, Louis Jones, New York State 
College for Teachers 

December Ist, “New York 
White Farmers,” Dr A. C. 
Historian 

December 8th, “ The Forgotten Man,” 
H. Belknap, Education 
Division 

December 15th, “ Music Education in th 


School,” Dr 


State’s First 


Flick, State 


Burton 


supervisor, Rural 


Central Rural Russell Carter, 
supervisor of music, Examinations and Inspec- 
tions Division 

December 22d, The Farm Paper of the Air 
Book Review, Louis Jones, New York State 
College for Teachers 


December 29th, “On the 
Gavit, New York State Library 


Reck rd,” J se] 


Building Plans Approved 

Building plans approved by the School Build 
ings and Grounds Division of the Department 
include the following: 

District 16, Pomfret, Chautauqua county, 
new grade school, $12,000; approved October 
27th 

Cortland, new fire escape for Randall Street 
School, $951; approved October 27th 
Cortland, new fire escape for Alton B. Parker 


School, $951; approved October 27th 


Eldred, fire escape for high school, $100 
approved October 29th 

Garden City, new grade school, $445.00 
approved October 30th 

Andes, new grade and high school, $2 M 
approved October 30th 

New Lebanon, addition of indu strial arts 
building, $3317; approved October 30th 

Sidney Center, one-room addition t grade 


school, $3000; approved November 2d 
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Lynbrook Girl Writes Winning Safety Essay 


Alice Hering, a pupil of the Centre Avenue 
School, East Rockaway, is announced as 
winner of first honors for New York State in 
the eleventh national safety essay contest con- 
ducted annually by the Highway Education 
3oard. Her award is a gold medal and a 
check for $15 and her essay will be entered in 
competition with the from each 
other state for the national prizes offered by 
the board. All awards are made possible by 
the automotive industry. 

New York pupils participated widely in the 
competition, and many other prizes are being 
given by the board in an effort to stimulate 
statewide interest in safety education. Marie 
McNamara, Blessed Sacrament School, Albany, 
wrote an essay which that 
of the Lynbrook girl, and she will receive a 
check for $10 and a silver medal. 

In addition 30 third prizes are awarded, and 
these, represented by a bronze medal and a 
check for $5 in each instance, will be presented 
to: Francis Youell, Immaculate Heart Acad- 
emy, Watertown; Kevin O'Neill, St Ignatius 
Loyola School, New York City; Jane Neary, 
St Agnes School, Rockville Centre; Michael 
Seider, Prosser Hollow School, West Daven- 
Vivian E. Behan, St Elizabeth School, 
Doris Lloyd, Junior High School, 


best essay 


ranked second to 


port; 
Woodhaven ; 
Holland Patent; Rosemary Ryan, St Matthias 
School, Brooklyn; Vincent Runowich, John G. 
Borden High School, Wallkill; Glenn Ransier jr, 


Wolcott Street School, Le Roy; Patricia 
Anne Griswold, Junior High School, Ham- 
burg; Winona F. Bartle, High School, Mont- 
gomerey; Elsie Luke, Brighton High School, 


Rochester ; Eleanor Long, High School, Green- 
port; Walter Voll, Most Holy Rosary School, 


Syracuse; Allen Saul, Laurelton School, 
Rochester; Kathleen Livingston, Blessed Sac- 
rament School, New York City; Anna Mae 


Ebelheiser, Blessed Sacrament School, Albany ; 
Merle Gormley, Augustinian Academy, Carth- 
age; John McAllister, High School, Avoca; 
Anna Sherry, Sacred Heart School, Southamp- 
St John’s School, Platts- 
Public School 34, Bronx ; 


» 


ton; Thomas Rooney, 
burg; Vivian Thomas, 


Doris A. Dingman, Estee Junior High School, 
Gloversville; Martha P. Smith, High School, 
Penfield; Gloria Cozzie, Holy Family School, 


Watertown; Elizabeth Jerome, Easthaunsfield 


School District 7, Watertown; John Fasano, St 


Barbara School, Brooklyn; Beverly Popp, 
Junior High School, Oneida; Frances Mish- 
kind, Drum Hill Junior High School, Peeks- 
kill; and Jeanne Prendergast, Academy of St 
Joseph, Brentwood. 

Simultaneously with the essay contest oper 
to elementary school pupils a national safety 
lesson competition is sponsored among the 
teachers of this group. First honors for New 
York State go to Lillian Y. Wells, High 
School, Greenport, whose lesson teaching chil- 
dren the fundamentals of safe conduct on the 
streets and highways of New York takes first 
place in the State. Her paper will be entered 
in competition with the best lesson from each 
other state in the Union for valuable national 
awards. The first national prize is a check 
for $500 and a trip to Washington, while 
checks for $300 and for $200 will be given to 
those teachers whose lessons are ranked second 
and third respectively among the state papers. 
Honorable mention was given lessons by Mabel 
Fish, Prosser Hollow School, Oneonta; and 
Sister Inviolata Maria, St Teresa’s School, 
Brooklyn. 

Essays were written on the subject “A 
Definite Program for My Community To 
Prevent Highway Accidents and To Promote 
Highway Safety,” while teachers were re- 
quested to title their lessons, “A Lesson on 
Safety for Children of My Com- 
munity.” The essay contest is open only to 
pupils of the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth 
grades, while all teachers of the eighth and 
lower grades are eligible to compete. 


Highway 
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The new unit of the Emily Howland Central 
School was formally dedicated on October 26th. 
Among the speakers were Burton K. Belknap, 
supervisor of the Rural Education Division of 
the Department; A. L. Lane, principal of the 
school; and Horace Reynolds, president of the 


board of education. 


Harold G. Thompson, supervisor of ancient 
languages for the State Education Department, 

dedication 
School on 


speaker at the 
High 


was the principal 
of the North 
October 27th, 


Syracuse 


Apr =x® 
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Art Education Council 
Issues Report on Courses 


A report on art education in the high schools 
of the United States has recently been published 
by the Federated Council on Art Education. 
This was prepared by a special committee of 
which Walter H. Klar, of Springfield, Mass., 
was chairman. Two former members of the 
staff of the New York State Education Depart- 
ment were advisers to the committee: Royal 
Bailey Farnum, now educational director of the 
Rhode Island School of Design in Providence, 
and Leon L. Winslow, now director of art 
education in Baltimore, Md. One of the 
members of the committee was James C. 
Boudreau, director of the School of Fine and 
\pplied Arts of Pratt Institute. The pamphlet, 
consisting of 134 pages and numerous graphs, 
may be secured for 60 cents from the office of 
the Federated Council on Art Education, 
745 Fifth avenue, New York. 


—— 


Christmas Seal Campaign 


The annual Christmas seal campaign to raise 


funds for the prevention 


FIGHT - . : 
TUBERCULOSIS 2d cure of tuberculosis will 


be conducted from Thanks- 
giving to Christmas by local, 
state and national tubercu- 
The sale 


of these seals finances a pro- 


losis associations. 


gram of free clinics, nursing 
service, rehabilitation, educa- 
tion, tuberculin testing of 
children, X rays, medical and 





Buy and Use ; 
CHRISTMAS social 


research and pre- 
ventoriums for the care of 
children. 


SEALS 
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John W. Herring Named 
Adult Education Supervisor 


John W. Herring has been appointed super 
visor in the Adult Education Bureau of the 
State Education Department. 
a graduate of Oberlin College and also studied 
at Oberlin Seminary, Chicago 
rheological Seminary, Columbia 
Boston University and New York University. 


Mr Herring is 


Thee logical 
University, 


He has had experience as a teacher, adminis- 
trator and research worker and as an organizer 
of forums in different parts of the country. 
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Attendance Officer Retires 
after 38 Years’ Service 

\fter 38 years of service as attendance 
officer and inspector of buildings for the Dun- 
kirk schools, Daniel A. Ganey retired on 
October 21st when he reached the age of 70 
years. 

During his long service he has witnessed 
great increases in the school population in Dun- 
kirk and increased facilities to meet the needs 
of the greater enrolment. He has also seen 
the attitude toward truant pupils changed from 
one of coercion and punishment by sending such 
pupils to reform schools, to attempts to remove 
the underlying causes for such behavior. 


—— 


New York Pupils Work 
in City Government Posts 


With the aim of building up a group of 
career men in the city service, Mayor La 
Guardia of New York City invited 16 high 
school pupils, eight boys and eight girls, to 
accept city posts for July and August to study 
the workings of the city government. The 
pupils were selected from each borough of the 
city by the division of vocational schools of 
the board of education. They were paid $50 a 
month each for the two months of work out of 
funds allocated from money collected at last 
year’s baseball game between the teams of the 
police and fire departments of the city. 


O=—— 


Glens Falls Schools Use 
Local Science Syllabus 


The Glens Falls elementary schools are using 
an elementary school science syllabus prepared 
by a committee of teachers under the direction 
of Agnes Nemir, supervisor of elementary 
science in that city. 

This course of study is a 200-page mimeo- 
graphed book offering an integrated program 
of tested science material as a supplement to 
the elementary science syllabus prepared by the 
New York State Education Department. It has 
special adaptations to the Glens Falls area. 
Believing that science is best taught through 
first-hand experiences, the committee gives for 
each section activity suggestions which provide 
these experiences. Emphasis is placed on the 
maximum use of available equipment and of 


the local environment. 
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Notes from the Field 


Tributes to Ellry A. Van Slyke, who retired The 76-year-old schoolhouse at Thompson 


as superintendent of schools at Hicksville, were Ridge in Ulster county was destroyed by fire 
paid at several testimonial dinners given by the on August 16th. Damage was estimated at 
board of education, teachers and friends more than $2500. 
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